Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

February 14, 2006 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at approximately 7:07 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman, John Lavin, Clerk and Peter Chipman

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Paul Cutler, Brian Grady, Dale Wigmore, Matt McDonald

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

10 LAFAYETTE LANE VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 10 Lafayette Lane was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  All abutters were notified of the hearing.  Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, presented the plan, dated December 29, 2005, to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing three-bedroom house. Mr. Cutler explained that a variance is requested from Title 5, Section 15.104, which requires two percolation tests to be taken on-site.  Percolation tests could not be conducted due to high groundwater, soil samples were taken and a hydrometer analysis was conducted by Miller Engineering and Testing, Inc.  A Class II soil, 0.6 Gallons/Sq. Ft. was utilized for the design.

Mr. Domey recommended that the Board accept the use of the sieve analysis in lieu of the required percolation tests due to the high groundwater at the time of the testing.  DEP approval is also required for this variance.

P. Chipman moved to approve the variance as requested.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

CONTINUED 24 MIRROR LAKE AVE VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 24 Mirror Lake Avenue, which was continued from the January 24, 2006 meeting, was called to order at 7:30 p.m. Brian Grady, GAF Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing two-bedroom dwelling on an 11,150 square foot lot.  The variances that were requested from Title 5 and Norfolk Board of Health regulations are to allow a 39-foot setback to the wetlands, rather than the required 50 feet, to allow a 10-foot setback to the cellar wall, rather than the required 20 feet, to allow a 5-foot setback to the property line, rather than the required 10-feet.  Mr. Grady explained that theses variances are necessary to upgrade the existing septic system at this location due to the proximity to the wetlands and the small lot size.  

Mr. Domey stated that they might want to consider an I/A system because the lot is in the Zone II of the public water supply and the small lot size.  

Mr. Grady stated that this is an upgrade situation and does not typically propose an I/A system for that purpose due to the expense of the system.  

Mr. Domey said that numerous I/A systems have been approved in town for upgrade situations.  Nitrogen removal is one factor in this situation, as well as the size and longevity of the system. The plan proposes a trench configuration, but the trenches are wider than four feet, so this would actually be considered a bed configuration.  The Board of Health has a regulation that if a leaching bed is proposed, an increase is required in the Title 5 leaching area.  The leaching area will have to be modified to comply with the Board of Health regulation.  If an I/A system were proposed, they would be able to use half the size of a normal leaching area.  Mr. Domey said that it is his opinion that it would be in the best interest of the public health to install an I/A system on this lot.

Mr. Grady stated that setback variances would most likely be needed even with an I/A system.

Mr. Domey said to make sure that the retaining wall is lined with a 40-mil high-density polyethylene barrier.

P. Chipman moved to continue this hearing to the March 7, 2006 Board of Health meeting @ 7:30 p.m. J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was scheduled for March 7, 2006

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: P. Chipman moved to approve the January 24, 2006 meeting minutes as amended.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. All voted in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

